
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Home-Group/Family Session 

Acts 5:12-32 

This week’s sermon is in Acts 4:23-5:11 

At www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com 

Context: 

• The gauntlet had been thrown. The chief priests and elders had Peter and 
John imprisoned and tried to stop them from proclaiming Jesus. These men 

were part of the same group that had Jesus crucified according to Roman 
law. The burgeoning New Testament church responded. They were 
witnessing the prophetic fulfillment of Psalm 2. These corrupt leaders were 

the leaders described in the Psalm. 

The Big Idea of This Week’s Bible Passage: 

• When the newborn New Testament church refused to be silenced by the 
corrupt priests and elders, God showed up in miraculous ways; delivering 
people from prison and healing the sick. While miraculous healings are 

intentionally rare on God’s part, He is still able to do these things in His 
church today. Just like the first generation of the Church in the New 

Testament era, many of those you can expect to oppose you are going to be 
professing believers. 

 

Acts 5:12 Many signs and wonders were being done among the people through 
the hands of the apostles. They were all together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No 
one else dared to join them, but the people spoke well of them. 14 Believers were 
added to the Lord in increasing numbers—multitudes of both men and women. 15 
As a result, they would carry the sick out into the streets and lay them on cots 
and mats so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on some of 
them. 16 In addition, a multitude came together from the towns surrounding 
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, 
and they were all healed. 
 

In and out of Prison 

 
17 Then the high priest rose up. He and all who were with him, who belonged to 
the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 So they arrested the 
apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But an angel of the Lord opened the 
doors of the jail during the night, brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in 
the temple, and tell the people all about this life.” 21 Hearing this, they entered 
the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 
 



The Apostles on Trial Again 

 
When the high priest and those who were with him arrived, they convened the 
Sanhedrin—the full council of the Israelites—and sent orders to the jail to have 
them brought. 22 But when the servants[a] got there, they did not find them in the 
jail; so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, with the 
guards standing in front of the doors, but when we opened them, we found no 
one inside.” 24 As the captain of the temple police and the chief priests heard 
these things, they were baffled about them, wondering what would come of this. 
25 Someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in jail are 
standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the commander went 
with the servants and brought them in without force, because they were afraid the 
people might stone them. 27 After they brought them in, they had them stand 
before the Sanhedrin, and the high priest asked, 28 “Didn’t we strictly order you 
not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and 
are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 
 

29 Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than people. 30 The 
God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had murdered by hanging him 
on a tree. 31 God exalted this man to his right hand as ruler and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, 
and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

 

 

 

 

1.      The early New Testament church was of one heart and mind. Why 
would things not stay that way and is it a bad thing if they don’t? 

 
2.      Describe the hypocrisy of the Sanhedrin’s words in verse 28. What 

ultimately happens when modern churches dishonestly portray a 

positive public persona instead of owning their sin? 

 

3. Looking back at how Peter failed Jesus when it counted the most, 

what makes it all the more remarkable that Peter would be the vessel 
through whom the Holy Spirit worked these miracles? 

 

 

4. Share with the group any present and future opportunities you have 

to disobey man while obeying God. Pray verse 29’s “We must obey God 
rather than people” over each one who shares. 

 
 
5. Why did Peter not pull any punches in verse 30, even escalating his 

language to call the crucifixion “murder” when placing the blame for it 
squarely on the Sanehdrin directly to their faces? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A12-32&version=CSB#fen-CSB-27071a


 
 

6. This is crucial: notice how Peter’s Spirit-filled message ended with 
grace in verses 31 and 32. Find the grace-filled messages following the 

pointed confrontations and share with the group what you see. 
 

The Takeaway for us as the Church: 

• When we play public relations games and try to maintain a false front that 
evades accountability for what we have done, we are on our own. When we 

own our sin and repent like Peter, we have nothing short of God himself as 
our Defender. The same Holy Spirit that worked miraculously in the newborn 
New Testament church is alive and moving in God’s Church today. When we 

confess our sins and walk in repentance, God gets 100% of the credit for the 
awesome things He does through us; His broken, yet beloved vessels. 

How to Show Your Kids Jesus in this Passage: 

All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what God showed you in this text and 
disciple your child with it! You don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be perfect. 
Just point to Jesus. He is perfect. 
 

 
Your mom and dad are not perfect, but we serve a perfect God. You will not be perfect 
either, but just like Peter and John and the first Christians, you can confess your sins 
when you commit them and be used of God to do miraculous things that bring Him glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For the Leader: Acts 5:12-32 

This week’s sermon is in Acts 4:23-5:11 

At www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com 

Ice-Breaker Ideas: 

• “What happens when we take off our masks - not just in front of the world, 

but in front of other Christians?” 
• “Since there are no perfect believers, but only those who confess and those 

who do not, which ones do you think God is more likely to use miraculously?” 

Context: 

• Invite Group Members who have not yet watched it on video or listened to its 

podcast audio to find this session’s corresponding sermon at 
www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com. 

• The gauntlet had been thrown. The chief priests and elders had Peter and 

John imprisoned and tried to stop them from proclaiming Jesus. These men 
were part of the same group that had Jesus crucified according to Roman 

law. The burgeoning New Testament church responded. They were 
witnessing the prophetic fulfillment of Psalm 2. These corrupt leaders were 
the leaders described in the Psalm. 

The Big Idea of This Week’s Bible Passage: 

• When the newborn New Testament church refused to be silenced by the 
corrupt priests and elders, God showed up in miraculous ways; delivering 

people from prison and healing the sick. While miraculous healings are 
intentionally rare on God’s part, He is still able to do these things in His 

church today. Just like the first generation of the Church in the New 
Testament era, many of those you can expect to oppose you are going to be 

professing believers. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.jessecampbellministries.com/
http://www.jessecampbellministries.com/


• The early New Testament church was of one heart and mind. Why 
would things not stay that way and is it a bad thing if they don’t? 

o Even Paul and Barnabas who would be dispatched by the church on 
various missions together and used by God to perform incredible 

miracles together would part ways in disagreement. Even in their 
parting of ways, though, God was at work. In fact, He used their 
schism to form two church planting teams instead of one: 

▪ Acts 15:36 After some time had passed, Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit the brothers and 

sisters in every town where we have preached the word 
of the Lord and see how they’re doing.” 37 Barnabas 
wanted to take along John who was called Mark. 38 But 

Paul insisted that they should not take along this man 
who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone 

on with them to the work. 39 They had such a sharp 
disagreement that they parted company, and Barnabas 
took Mark with him and sailed off to Cyprus. 40 But Paul 

chose Silas and departed, after being commended by the 
brothers and sisters to the grace of the Lord. 41 He 

traveled through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 
churches. 

 

• Describe the hypocrisy of the Sanhedrin’s words in verse 28. What 
ultimately happens when modern churches dishonestly portray a 
positive public persona instead of owning their sin? 

o It is not that Peter and John and the first New Testament Christians 
were superior to the Sanhedrin. Rather, if the members of the 

Sanhedrin had confessed the way Peter had, they would have been 
used of God too. Instead, they chose to evade their own direct and 
obvious responsibility for having Jesus crucified. 

 

 

• Looking back at how Peter failed Jesus when it counted the most, 
what makes it all the more remarkable that Peter would be the 

vessel through whom the Holy Spirit worked these miracles? 
o Luke 22:56 When a servant saw him sitting in the light, and 

looked closely at him, she said, “This man was with him too.” 

57 But he denied it: “Woman, I don’t know him.” 58 After a 
little while, someone else saw him and said, “You’re one of 

them too.” “Man, I am not!” Peter said. 59 About an hour later, 
another kept insisting, “This man was certainly with him, since 
he’s also a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know 

what you’re talking about!” Immediately, while he was still 
speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 Then the Lord turned and 

looked at Peter. So Peter remembered the word of the Lord, 
how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you 
will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept 

bitterly. 



 

 

• Share with the group any present and future opportunities you have 
to disobey man while obeying God. Pray verse 29’s “We must obey 

God rather than people” over each one who shares. 
 

 
• Why did Peter not pull any punches in verse 30, even escalating his 

language to call the crucifixion “murder” when placing the blame for 

it squarely on the Sanehdrin directly to their faces? 
o It was ultimately the most loving thing Peter could to to call the 

crucifixion precisely what it was: a murder. These men were professing 
believers, so placating them in their sin would have done them no 
favors. 

 
 

• This is crucial: notice how Peter’s Spirit-filled message ended with 
grace in verses 31 and 32. Find the grace-filled messages following 
the pointed confrontations and share with the group what you see. 

o We cannot look at the Sanhedrin condescendingly because every last 
one of us has fallen short at some point too. It forsakes the whole 

point of the gospel to think of ourselves as superior when we have 
actually just been shown grace. Gospel presentations that speak only 
of the wrath of God are incomplete. God has both wrath for sin and 

grace for sinners. 
 

The Takeaway for us as the Church: 

• When we play public relations games and try to maintain a false front that 
evades accountability for what we have done, we are on our own. When we 

own our sin and repent like Peter, we have nothing short of God himself as 
our Defender. The same Holy Spirit that worked miraculously in the newborn 

New Testament church is alive and moving in God’s Church today. When we 
confess our sins and walk in repentance, God gets 100% of the credit for the 
awesome things He does through us; His broken, yet beloved vessels. 

 
 

 
 

Around the Group Follow-Up: 
Keep a journal of prayers prayed and answered, ask for updates on the Non-Christians each 
Christian in the group is sharing the gospel with, and invite each member of the group whether 
Christian or Non-Christian to take their next steps in the discipleship process. 



How to Show Your Kids Jesus in this Passage: 
All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what God showed you in this text and 
disciple your child with it! You don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be perfect. 
Just point to Jesus. He is perfect. 
 
Your mom and dad are not perfect, but we serve a perfect God. You will not be perfect 
either, but just like Peter and John and the first Christians, you can confess your sins 
when you commit them and be used of God to do miraculous things that bring Him glory. 
 

Thank you so much for leading people in God’s Word! Now, 
please go to this link to upload your attendance in the row next to 
your group’s name and under the column of this week’s Sunday 
date (even if you do not meet on Sunday). 

 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rzYJqtbH-Y1QZBHSOwoxnRfSgy6YtWyE0SwEgR2c8iw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rzYJqtbH-Y1QZBHSOwoxnRfSgy6YtWyE0SwEgR2c8iw/edit?usp=sharing

