
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Home-Group/Family Session 

Acts 8:1-25 

This week’s sermon is in Acts 5:33-7:60 

At www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com 

Context: 

• Stephen was the first martyr of the New Testament. The Jewish leadership 
could not argue with him, so they falsely accused him of four varieties of 

blasphemy. When he gave a sermon showing how the whole Old Testament 
was all pointing forward to Jesus, they murdered him. Stephen prayed for 
the incensed crowd whose stones extinguished his life and saw a heavenly 

vision of Jesus’ standing ovation welcoming him into glory. Here at the 
bloody apex of violence and redemption, we meet a young Pharisee named 

Saul. 

The Big Idea of This Week’s Bible Passage: 

• The explosive growth and rapid geographic expansion of the New Testament 

Church was born of brutality. As the church fled persecution beginning with 
the martyrdom of Stephen, they spread the gospel. As they spread the 

gospel, not everyone who claimed to join them was at first authentic. These 
effects of church growth follow these causes in today’s context as well. 

 

Acts 8:1 “Saul agreed with putting him to death. 
On that day a severe persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria. 
2 Devout men buried Stephen and mourned deeply over him. 3 Saul, however, 
was ravaging the church. He would enter house after house, drag off men and 
women, and put them in prison. 
4 So those who were scattered went on their way preaching the word. 5 Philip 
went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. 6 The 
crowds were all paying attention to what Philip said, as they listened and saw the 
signs he was performing. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came 
out of many who were possessed, and many who were paralyzed and lame were 
healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 

The Response of Simon 
9 A man named Simon had previously practiced sorcery in that city and amazed 
the Samaritan people, while claiming to be somebody great. 10 They all paid 
attention to him, from the least of them to the greatest, and they said, “This man 
is called the Great Power of God.” 11 They were attentive to him because he had 
amazed them with his sorceries for a long time. 12 But when they believed Philip, 
as he proclaimed the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of 



Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 13 Even Simon himself 
believed. And after he was baptized, he followed Philip everywhere and was 
amazed as he observed the signs and great miracles that were being performed. 

Simon’s Sin 
14 When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 After they went down there, 
they prayed for them so that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit because 
he had not yet come down on any of them. 16 (They had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.) 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the 
apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also so 
that anyone I lay hands on may receive the Holy Spirit.” 

20 But Peter told him, “May your silver be destroyed with you, because you 
thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or 
share in this matter, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Therefore 
repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, your 
heart’s intent may be forgiven. 23 For I see you are poisoned by bitterness and 
bound by wickedness.” 

24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon replied, “so that nothing you have said may 
happen to me.” 

25 So, after they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they traveled back 
to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 
 

 

1.  What was the unintended effect of this persecution according to 

verse 4? What effect has America’s mild persecution had on the church so 

far? 

 

2. Describe Simon’s profession of faith. What was its basis? What 
becomes of testimonies that are dependent upon miraculous signs? 

 

 

3. If you are currently coming under the conviction that you are more 
taken by what God could miraculously do for you than you are taken by the 

person of Jesus, share your heart with the group right now. 

 

4. Why was Peter so harsh with (the other) Simon in verse 20? Would it 
have been more loving to side-step the issue? Why, or why not? 

 

5. Look back at Acts 1:8 and describe what is prophetically significant 

about Acts 8:25. Given the huge cultural tensions between Jews and 
Samaritans, how might such a move of God affect race relations today? 



The Takeaway for us as the Church: 

• Expect persecution. Praise God for it. Persecution has never destroyed God’s 

Church. Persecution grew God’s church in its first New Testament iteration. 
Thereafter, in every instance, persecution has refined and subsequently 

grown God’s Church. Expect persecution and expect fraudulent Christians. 
These things are not new, but have been used by God for His Church. 

How to Show Your Kids Jesus in this Passage: 
All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what God showed you in this text and 
disciple your child with it! You don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be perfect. 
Just point to Jesus. He is perfect. 
 

When the New Testament Church was just a baby church, the people experienced 
something called “persecution.” Persecution is when people suffer because of what they 
believe. God used the persecution, though. As Christians ran away from the people 
trying to persecute them, they shared Jesus. As they shared Jesus, the gospel made its 
away across the globe and across history to us right this second! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



For the Leader: Acts  

This week’s sermon is in Acts  
At www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com 

 

Ice-Breaker Ideas: 

• “What will happen to God’s Church in the future as persecution increases 

once more?” 

Context: 

• Invite Group Members who have not yet watched it on video or listened to its 
podcast audio to find this session’s corresponding sermon at 

www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com. 
• Stephen was the first martyr of the New Testament. The Jewish leadership 

could not argue with him, so they falsely accused him of four varieties of 
blasphemy. When he gave a sermon showing how the whole Old Testament 
was all pointing forward to Jesus, they murdered him. Stephen prayed for 

the incensed crowd whose stones extinguished his life and saw a heavenly 
vision of Jesus’ standing ovation welcoming him into glory. Here at the 

bloody apex of violence and redemption, we meet a young Pharisee named 
Saul. 

The Big Idea of This Week’s Bible Passage: 

• The explosive growth and rapid geographic expansion of the New Testament 
Church was born of brutality. As the church fled persecution beginning with 

the martyrdom of Stephen, they spread the gospel. As they spread the 
gospel, not everyone who claimed to join them was at first authentic. 

 

 

 

• What was the unintended effect of this persecution according to 
verse 4? What effect has America’s mild persecution had on the 

church so far? 
o As Christians fled, they shared the gospel. Because of persecution, the 

gospel spread across the globe and across the millennia, reaching even 

modern shores thousands of years later. 

 

• Describe Simon’s profession of faith. What was its basis? What 
becomes of testimonies that are dependent upon miraculous signs? 

o Simon may have been looking for his next act. He also may have been 
admitting to have been conducting fraud; witnessing legitimate 

http://www.jessecampbellministries.com/
http://www.jessecampbellministries.com/


miracles. Further, he may have legitimately believed at first and then 
given way to his carnal desires for fame and ill-gotten financial gain. 

 

• If you are currently coming under the conviction that you are more 
taken by what God could miraculously do for you than you are taken 
by the person of Jesus, share your heart with the group right now. 

 

• Why was Peter so harsh with (the other) Simon in verse 20? Would it 
have been more loving to side-step the issue? Why, or why not? 

o Encourage Christians that no one is saved by a watered-down gospel 

presentation. Simon was a false-prophet in the making and Peter 
stopped his false ministry before it would begin. 

o Simon’s contrition in verse 24 was likely genuine and would not have 
been so were it not for Peter’s godly directness. 

 

• Look back at Acts 1:8 and describe what is prophetically significant 

about Acts 8:25. Given the huge cultural tensions between Jews and 
Samaritans, how might such a move of God affect race relations 
today? 

o Having spent their whole lives looking down on Samaritans just like 
their parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents did, this New 

Testament generation of Jewish believers set aside prejudice for the 
first time in their collective extended families’ histories. 

o The only lasting and meaningful form of racial reconciliation is racial 

reconciliation that occurs as a by-product of revival. Nothing else will 
do. 

 

The Takeaway for us as the Church: 

• Expect persecution. Praise God for it. Persecution has never destroyed God’s 
Church. Persecution grew God’s church in its first New Testament iteration. 

Thereafter, in every instance, persecution has refined and subsequently 
grown God’s Church. Expect persecution and expect fraudulent Christians. 

These things are not new, but have been used by God for His Church. 

Around the Group Follow-Up: 
Keep a journal of prayers prayed and answered, ask for updates on the Non-Christians each 
Christian in the group is sharing the gospel with, and invite each member of the group whether 
Christian or Non-Christian to take their next steps in the discipleship process. 
 
 

 



How to Show Your Kids Jesus in this Passage: 
All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what God showed you in this text and 
disciple your child with it! You don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be perfect. 
Just point to Jesus. He is perfect. 
 

When the New Testament Church was just a baby church, the people experienced 
something called “persecution.” Persecution is when people suffer because of what they 
believe. God used the persecution, though. As Christians ran away from the people 
trying to persecute them, they shared Jesus. As they shared Jesus, the gospel made its 
away across the globe and across history to us right this second! 

Thank you so much for leading people in God’s Word! Now, 
please go to this link to upload your attendance in the row next to 
your group’s name and under the column of this week’s Sunday 
date (even if you do not meet on Sunday). 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rzYJqtbH-Y1QZBHSOwoxnRfSgy6YtWyE0SwEgR2c8iw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rzYJqtbH-Y1QZBHSOwoxnRfSgy6YtWyE0SwEgR2c8iw/edit?usp=sharing

