
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotional 

 Remember, we signed up for suffering when we took up our crosses to follow Jesus. We 

gave up our earthly lives to take hold of the life that is truly life and true eternal life may have 

nothing to do with prosperity and ease this side of heaven. For some people it does. Praise God for 

that, but what if it is not God’s will for you? Here comes a blessing: the devil hates your guts and is 

furious that you bear the name of Christ. We Christians often forget that we are in a war and that 

the other side plays dirty. If anyone told you that giving your life to Christ would be the end of your 

troubles, he lied to you. When we read our Bibles, we are reminded that we signed up for suffering 

when we took up our crosses to follow Jesus. 

 Read 1 Peter 4:12-19. 

 Let the words “don’t be surprised” burn into your retinas because an abdication of this basic 

teaching is the most-often cited reason disavowing Christians give for leaving the faith. They were 

under the impression that God just wanted them to prosper, so they felt like they got a raw deal 

when God expected them to share in the sufferings of Christ. We do not get to pick which verses 

are inspired and which ones are not. Rather we submit to Scripture regardless of how “tweetable” it 

is. There are no beautiful sepia-tone sunset photos of a dock with cursive writing of these verses 

written over them hung in people’s foyers. This is not a feel-good passage, but if most Christians 

who walk away from our faith had read or understood it, they would not have shipwrecked their 

faith. Their abandonment of the Christian faith proves that they never were saved in the first place 

(1 John 2:19). Evidently, their hearts were rocky soil where the seed of the gospel took root for a 

moment, but what grew was quickly scorched by the sun in Jesus’ Parable of the Sower. 

 In your mind’s eye, envision the original recipients of 1 Peter. Hear them whisper among the 

catacombs the words of the very book we’re studying. See the tears in their eyes as they receive these 

words with joy before preparing to head out into imperial Rome approaching the peak of Christian 

persecution. Let us conduct ourselves as though we will stand in their midst one day because we will. 

Let us conduct ourselves as though we have received the same letter because we have. Let it be said 

that every one of your children will leave your nest fully aware of the Bible’s warnings that Christians 

will share in the sufferings of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



At the Table 

Follow these steps and attune your heart to what the Holy Spirit is doing at your table. This is a 

sacred moment. As the leader of your family, even despite the ways you have failed in the past, the 

book that you have just opened is perfect and so is its Author. Remember: it is on Him and not on 

you. 

- Hint at the Ending: “Tonight, we start a new system for receiving additional dessert. So, 

listen up!” 

 

- Read 1 Peter 4:12-19, or the paraphrase below for Preschoolers: 

 

Paraphrase of 1 Peter 4:12-19 for Preschoolers: 

Dear friends, do not be surprised when a test that is intense like fire comes upon you as Christians as 

though something unusual were happening to you. Instead, rejoice because you are sharing in the 

suffering experience of Jesus. You can rejoice with great joy when Jesus comes back. If someone hurts 

your feelings because you are a Christian, you are blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God is 

upon you. Let no Christian commit an evil act like murder, stealing, or being nosy in someone else’s 

business and then suffer for it. If a Christian suffers, it should not be because of something shameful, 

but because he or she represents Jesus. We should glorify God that we bear the name of Christ! 

The time has come for God’s discipline to begin with the church and if it begins with us, what will 

happen to those who disobey the gospel of God? (Quoting Proverbs 11:31): If a righteous person 

is saved and then faces difficulty, what will happen to the ungodly and the sinner?  

So then, if it is God’s will that you should face suffering, entrust yourself to God the Creator because 

He is faithful. Do good even as you face suffering. 

- Give context: “The original recipients of this letter were under the persecution of Nero. 

Nero burned huge portions of ancient Rome and blamed it on the Christians! So, when 

Peter warned them not to be surprised at the fiery ordeal they faced, he was likely referring 

to Nero’s crazy fire campaign.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Reflection Questions 

 

1. Where does Jesus show up in this passage? 

a. “Jesus suffered on the cross. When we suffer because of the name of Christ, facing 

harsh treatment hatred because we are Christians, we should glorify God because it 

gives us a glimpse at the sufferings of Jesus (v.16). 

2. Why do some Christians walk away from the faith after facing suffering? 

a. “The number one reason people give for leaving Christianity behind is suffering. 

This is why this passage is so important. God warned us!” 

3. Share a story of a time your Christian faith put you in the enemy’s crosshairs. 

a. (Be ready to share a story from your own grade school days, or as far back as you can 

remember when you were singled out because of your faith. If you cannot think of 

one, go to persecution.com and find a true story today.) 

 

Give the Family Take-Away 

 

“From now on, when one of us faces harsh treatment because of the name of Jesus, 

treatment that truly came because of our Christianity, extra dessert is in order.” 

 

 

Activity for the Little Ones 

 Give them an extra scoop or slice of dessert just to make sure they get the idea. Let them 

know that you are proud of them even when they one day face the isolating effects of soft 

persecution. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 “God, thank you for your holiness and might. Your name is holy. Thank you that we get to 

bear that name. Thank you for the refining effect our sufferings have on our faith and the way they 

give us a glimpse into your suffering. We love you, Jesus. Help us to face suffering that comes upon 

us with rock-solid and fireproof faith. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.” 

 


