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What your group members

see:

What you see:



Group/Family Session 3

John 3:22-30
This week’s sermon is in John 3:14-21

The Monday-Saturday Devotions cover John 4:1-32  At

www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com

Context:
The most famous verse in the Bible is John 3:16 and it was first

spoken by Jesus to a man named Nicodemus. Nicodemus secretly

believed in Jesus despite his peers on the Sanhedrin; the council

of Jewish leaders who would ultimately spearhead the crucifixion

of Jesus. Watch Nicdodemus as we move through the Gospel of

John. This Pharisee is going to bust out of the Christian closet and

go rogue; defying his fellow Pharisees before the end of Christ's

story.

the big idea of the text:
John the Baptist never claimed to be the Messiah. Rather, he

knew his job was to get people ready to meet Jesus. It's all a

wedding and John is the best man while Jesus is the Groom. Like

John the Baptist, we are to point to Jesus as the Hero. It is not

about us. It is all about Jesus. 

Ice-Breaker idea:
Play the "I'm so woke" game. Start off by saying some facetious

like "I'm so woke that I apologize to my veagan milk before I drink

it." Challenge someone in the group to "out-woke" you. Keep it

light and obviously tongue-in-cheek. Then, point out how these

virtue-signaling tendencies of ours strive to make us look better

when we should be making more of Jesus and less of ourselves.



John 3:22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went to the Judean

countryside, where he spent time with them and baptized. 23 John

also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of

water there. People were coming and being baptized, 24 since John

had not yet been thrown into prison.

25 Then a dispute arose between John’s disciples and a Jew[a] about

purification. 26 So they came to John and told him, “Rabbi, the one

you testified about, and who was with you across the Jordan, is

baptizing—and everyone is going to him.”

27 John responded, “No one can receive anything unless it has been

given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I

am not the Messiah, but I’ve been sent ahead of him.’ 29 He who has

the bride is the groom. But the groom’s friend, who stands by and

listens for him, rejoices greatly at the groom’s voice. So this joy of

mine is complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”



Are the words, "because thee was plenty of water there," in

verse 23 relevant to the way baptism works? Why are there

differences in the way churches observe baptism?

The Greek word for "baptism" means "to immerse." So,

churches that baptize by immersion do so in hopes of

being true to the original intent of the Bible's language as

well as instances like these in which adults were immersed

in water. See also Acts 8 and Romans 3.

John the Baptist would be imprisoned (v.24). Why would God

allow the good guy to be imprisoned? Does it make you feel

better about your own hardships? Explain.

John the Baptist would speak the brutally honest truth to

King Herod about his sin in marrying his niece Herodias who

had been his brother Philip's wife - even while Philip was

still alive! Queen Herodias hated John for it and John paid

for his honest rebuke with his head (Mark 6:14-29).

What did the Baptist's disciples not understand about Jesus in

verse 26? In what ways do we make the same mistake today?

Our culture is obsessed with doing meaningless things that

help no one, but make us look good. Instead, we should

confess how sinful we have been and exalt God's grace.

Be drastic and be specific. Share with the group parts of your

life in which Jesus must increase while you decrease.

What made John the Baptist's joy complete (v.29)? What

makes joy that is rooted in the gospel indestructible?

Like the best-man rejoicing at his friend's wedding, the

Baptist's joy was complete in seeing Jesus take over the

baptism ministry and eventually complete it. Such joy

cannot be taken away by any trial in this life.



WE AS CHRISTIANS LIVE NOT FOR OUR OWN GLORY, BUT FOR THE

GLORY OF GOD. THIS MAKES US RADICALLY COUNTER-CULTURAL.

WE WOULD LOVE NOTHING MORE THAN TO SEE PEOPLE THINK MORE

OF JESUS THAN THEY DO OF US. OUR LIVES AND OUR LOVE ARE TO

MAKE MORE OF HIM AND NOT MORE OF OURSELVES.

point out the links at the bottom to your group. encourage

them to use these podcasts as discipleship content for their

one-on-one discipleship relationships throughout the week

Subscribe to Jesse Campbell Ministries YouTube and Podcast

Keep a journal of prayers prayed and answered, ask for updates on

the Non-Christians each Christian in the group is sharing the gospel

with, and invite each member of the group whether Christian or Non-

Christian to take their next steps in the discipleship process.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12RchyQBq9Yt87yXqsMk1Q
https://soundcloud.com/jessecampbellministries


All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what

God showed you in this text and disciple your child with it! You

don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be

perfect. Just point to Jesus. He is perfect.

John the Baptist had a special job. He baptized people to get them ready

for Jesus' arrival. John the Baptist did not want to become famous.

Instead, he wanted people to follow Jesus. He said, "He [Jesus] must

increase, but I must decrease(v.30)." In a world full of people who like to

make themselves into big deals, our family aims to make a big deal out of

Jesus because only Jesus saves. In that way, we have a job similar to John

the Baptist's job.

to cover the subsequent scripture in daily devotions:

Subscribe to Jesse Campbell Ministries YouTube and Podcast

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12RchyQBq9Yt87yXqsMk1Q
https://soundcloud.com/jessecampbellministries

